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For the Christian Herald, 
MODERN MISSIONS. 


Many may desire, though few possess the spirit and feelings of a 
Brainerd. It is true, we have all the same fountains, to which we may 
go, and imbibe the same spirit ; and perhaps we ouglit to expect that 
where all enjoy the same advantages, many would be found to resemble 
him. But what we might do, is one thing ; and what we actually do 
perform, is quite another. It is a subject of joy to every one who appre- 
ciates the worth of the immortal soul, that the christian church is begin- 
ning to arise in,the greatness of her strength, to shake off the slumbers of 
ages, and to go onward in one united phalanx for the salvation of a lost 
world. While we hail every one who is willing to make sacrifices for the 
spread of the Gospel, and while we would bid him God-speed who makes 
the greatest efforts for this object, we would not encourage any one to 
take upon himself the responsibility of becoming a Missionary, who 
does not possess the requisite qualifications. Nor would we excite a sus- 
picion that we do not love the cause of missions, when we hint, that the 
light in which many view this subject is much too visionary. By view- 
ing the subject at a distance, we may easily persuade ourselves that we 
really possess a missionary spirit, and consequently all the requisite 
qualifications for that office. But these qualifications are made up of 
many particulars. To have a true missionary spirit we must possess 
great ardency of piety—fervent love to God—compassion for, souls—a 
continued self-denial, and an unwearied patience. Nor are these by 
any means all the essentials. We may have great temptations, and there 
is danger of our mistaking our motives in undertaking this great work. 
We certainly are liable to do this. Those who offer themselves as can- 
didates to become missionaries, are seldom wealthy. Hence there may 
be but little danger of making our temporal condition worse. It is known 
that it is the wish of patrons to have their missionaries supported com- 
fortably, and that too, generally, without much anxiety. We see around 
us thousands of our christian brethren, who applaud our undertaking, tell 
of our sacrifices, and, I had almost said, ready to waft us to the place of 
our destination by the breath of applause. We leave our homes accom- 
panied by the sympathies, the bounties, and the prayers of the followers 
of Jesus, who are ever ready to pray for our success, and who stand 
pledged for our support. Our inducements to look on the bright side of 
the picture alone are many. We see how others have gone, and how 
they have done ; and we think we can easily imitate all their excellencies, 
and shun all their weaknesses. 
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It is as easy to indulge romantic notions on this subject, as any other. 
It is no great effort of the imagination to conceive ourselves retired to 
some lovely romantic spot in the wilderness, withdrawn from all the little 
cares, confusions and bustles of the world—surrounded by those who ac- 
companied us, all in the enjoyment of health, all closely united by the 
bands of love, and all actively and cheerfully engaged forone object. 
We may picture to ourselves the bright faces of hundreds of children, 
lately taken from the habitations of idolatry, looking up to us as their 
benefactors and friends, and waiting and eager for instruction. We 
may imagine too, we daily sit under the shade of some beautiful tree, like 
Swartz, teaching the poor heathen, who are laying aside their supersti- 
tions and their gods, and coming in throngs to be guided in the way that 
leads to everlasting bliss. But, alas! we cannot sit by our firesides and 
convert a world by the pictures of imagination. 

But it may be said, that the sacrifices and the trials ever attending a 
missionary life, are sufficient to prevent any one from putting “ his hand 
to the plough” before counting the cost. [tis admitted that in this un- 
dertaking there will always be sacrifices and trials to be endured. But 
there are few who cannot endure severe trials in prospect, with the assur- 
ance that they will have the eyes of the whole christian community gazing 
upon them, and all ready to bestow their sympathies—have the bosoms 
of thousands open, into which they may pour their joys, their sorrows 

and their griefs. Under these circumstances, a small'degree of piety 
might enable us to anticipate with composure, privations and sacrifices 
before a world; but it will require a glowing bosom to maintain an un- 
deviating course of conduct amidst all the litt/e vexations we meet with 
in life. And it is not going too far, to suggest that there may be such a thing 
as wishing to go on a mission, in order to get rid of the many small 
troubles which surround us, though at the time we may be unconscious 
that this motive has any influence on our decisions. 

There may be cases again, where we wish to become missionaries, 
provided we can go to such a particular place, or such a particular part 
of the globe. Now, we cannot see how, in ordinary circumstances, it 
can become our duty to say we will go here, or go there. A true mis- 
sionary spirit consists, in part, of a readiness to “ spend and be spent,” 
to go wherever we may be called; and, in common cases, so far as it 
respects ourselves, we ought to be as willing to go to the mountains of 
Abyssinia, as to the spicy groves of India—to the snows of the north, as 
to the isles of the ocean. Is that a true spirit of missious, which says, 
years beforehand, “I will go here, or no where—I will go to such a 
spot, and, till the moment arrives when I am to embark thither, I have 
nothing to dor” Weare sorry to say there are many who seem to have 
mistaken this for a missionary spirit; and who are ready to brand all 
with the epithet of “idle,” unless they have some particular place in 
view, where, at all events, they are determined to live and die. The 
truth is, that before the world is converted every christian must consider 
himself as a kind of missionary, and so much of his time and means as 
are not absolutely necessary for the sustenance of his family, must be 
devoted to the spread of the gospel of peace. But even admitting that 
all missionaries have a right spirit, we have some objections to the plans 
upon which missions are conducted. When the gospel was first promul- 

gated, it was done by missionaries, who went forth two by two, and in 
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certain instances by singleindividuals. The forming of large missiona- 
ry establishments seems to be of modern date. Experience’has proved 
that where the scriptures and tracts, &c. are to be translated and printed, 
such establishments are. highly beneficial ; but, except in such cases, 
whether it is best to form large families, and large establishments, is 
doubtful. We may suppose such an establishment to contain ten, per- 
haps sixteen missionaries and assistants : and they often treble this number. 
Now such a family could not receive and instruct more than about 100 
children, besides preaching to a small congregation. These duties 
would occupy their whole attention. Suppose again these sixteen per- 
sons were divided into eight different parties, situated from 8 to 20 miles 
apart. Inthe latter case it is not unreasonable to presume any two would 
teach less than twenty or twenty-five-children. In this case they might 
have double the number of children under their instruction ; they would 
have every family so situated that they could visit all in a square of 150 
miles, and the children, by daily intercourse with their teachers, would 
carry their instructions directly to their parents. I mean no disparage- 
ment to our beloved missionaries or their patrons, when I say that a few 
such spirits as a Brainerd, an Elliott, and a Swartz, have produced 
more effect than many unwieldy modern establishments, fettered even 
by children carried with them. ‘There is not simplicity enough. ‘The 
machine is too unwieldy, and has so many little wheels which require 
atteution, that much of the effect of its movements is lost. The world 
will not be converted, until missionaries are willing to take their lives in 
their hands, and go forth, less known, less honoured, with less pomp, 
with less train, and with more simplicity. ‘The Moravian will take his 
staff in his hand and visit every corner of the moral wilderness, while 
these large families are chained and fettered by each other. Would as 
many children be educated among us as_ there now are, were the same 
money expended in forming large establishments, where the children 
would be taken and brought up by their teachers ? Had the Apostles 
united themselves in one mission among any nation, would the gospel 
have been spread as rapidly as it was, even among that nation? But 
even if such large families could be of more benefit to the rising genera- 
tion than if they were separated, what is to become of the parents ? 
How are they to hear the gospel ; or are they to die without it? Will 
the children carry it to them ? Alas! a heathen child, instructed for a 
short time, would be but a poor instructor for his heathen parents, even 
if he had the disposition. 

While these suggestions are offered for the consideration of those who 
may be concerned in the great work of sending the gospel to the heathen, 
perhaps it may be thought the writer is unfriendly to modern missions. 
He certainly is in favour of missions. He would have every one stretch 
forth his hand with all the energy that God has given him, to give the 
bread of life to the hungry. He would have every close-fisted, hard- 
hearted man, who does not expect to carry his gold beyond the grave, 
seize the present moment to purchase everlasting life for some dying 
heathen. He would have every one awake at the call of a ruined world, 
as he would awake by the cries of a sinking empire, which he might save 
by raising a finger. If souls may be saved by their instrumentality, he 
would have christians cease from no exertions—startle at no danger— 
shyink at no difficulty. Y. C, 



































































































































































Vandoise Churches. 


VANDOISE CHURCHES.* 


Translated for the Christian Herald, 


From tHe “MeELances ve Reticion.% 


Durinc my travels on the continent, L always received with the deep- 
est interest all the information that I could procure of the Christian 
Churches in the valleys of Piedmont. I had heard that they still pre- 
served all the simplicity of their ancient customs, all the purity of man- 
ners that for so long a period had honoured their ancestors. In the in- 
teresting society of some of the most distinguished divines of Amster- 
dam, I gathered some information from an inhabitant of these Alpine 
mountains ; and the singular enthusiasm with which the Hollanders 
spoke of the modern Vandoise, more intensely excited my curiosity. 
Since that time, I have enjoyed the happiness of corresponding with one 
of their best ministers, the moderator of their church, the venerable 
pastor of La Tour, in the valley of Luzerne. Allow me to offer to 
your readers some of the details that I have gathered in these commu- 
nications, upon the actual condition of these interesting churches. 

The Vandoise Churches are situated in the valleys of Luzerne, Pelis, 
Perouse, Cluson, St. Martin, Balsille. ‘They enjoy a limited tolerance 
from the court of Sardinia, and their members cannot aspire to any em- 
ployment superior to that of a Notary. With that exception, nothing 
interrupts the public profession of their religion. Their little territory is 
bounded by the Pelis and Cluson, two rivers, behind which they sought a 
shelter during their ancient persecutions, and beyond which they are not 
permitted to extend, though the prohibition may have been mollified by 
the more liberal spirit of modern times. The Vandoise clergy receive a 
salary from the state, not equivalent to the measure of their wants, but 
enough so, at least, to make their politico-religious existence recognised, 
without a very high importance in the actual state of affairs. Their 
opinions have undergone but little change. They aspire to an origin 
much more ancient than that ascribed to them by Mosheim, and they 
assert that pure christianity has been professed in their valleys ever since 
the time of the Apostles. Happy illusion, if it is one, and well calculated 
to preserve among them a holy enthusiasm, a sweet and fervent piety ! 
Their confession of faith is the creed of the Apostles. The noise of 
modern controversy is scarcely heard in these distant valleys, and it is 
too feeble to excite the attention of their inhabitants, or to trouble a re- 
pose for which it must envy them. | 

All their religious instruction is founded upon the Bible; but they 
likewise employ the largerand smaller catechisms of Osterwald, and their 
Ministers are in the habit of explaining te their catechumens the most 
difficult points of their faith and practice. Before admitting their youth 
to the communion, they give them religious instruction during the space 
of two or three years. The system of mutual instruction has been intro- 
duced into the valleys of Piedmont, and the children are taught torepeat 
sentences from the Bible, as well as moral and religious maxims. Pub- 





* An account of the present condition of the Vandoise Chutches of Piedmont, 


epettomiantee in a letter to the Editor of the Monthly Repository, by Mr. J. 
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lic worship is celebrated in their churches on Sunday and Thursday 
mornings. Independent of that, there is another very interesting reli- 
gious service, which is peculiar to the Vandoise ; they denominate it 
* The examination of a Quarter.” Once a year the pastor fixes a day 
to visit some particular section of his parish. He is received by an elder 
or deacon, together with all the inhabitants, in the schoolhouse attached 
to the village that he visits. He celebrates Divine Service, after which 
all the congregation assemble around him, and, without distinction of age 
or sex, he interrogates his parishioners upon various doctrinal and moral 
subjects, more particularly united to the discourse that he has just pro- 
nounced, and which is always adapted to a remarkable circumstance. In 
this way, during the spring, the pastor visits all the members of his little 
flock. He learns the wants of his parishioners—assures them of their 
advancement—participates in their pleasures, and their pains—gives 
them advice and encouragement.—He thus serves them as a guide and 
support in their progress to eternity. It is to he regretted that this af- 
fecting and benevolent exercise has been abandoned in some of the 
churches of the valleys. 

There are thirteen parishes, which, with some exceptions, are under the 
care of ministers, who commence their studies in the country, and ter- 
minate them at Lausanne or Geneva. Before the revolution, they some- 
times went to Basle, where they enjoyed the advantages of a small endow- 
ment, which has been subsequently suppressed. There were originally 
two fellowships at Geneva; now there is but one. At Lausanne there 
are four. 

There is no printing-office among the Vandoise. All the learning is 
contained within the circle of their ministers, among whom we must 
distinguish Messieurs Rodolphus Peyran, and Peter Geymet. But as 
all the information they acquire of public affairs, is procured from some 
miserable papers granted them by the court of Turin, it cannot be ex- 
pected that they should occupy a distinguished rank in the republic of 
letters. In their public worship, they employ the collection of Hymns 
generally in use in the Swiss Protestant Churches. A great number of 
religious Tracts have been disseminated among them by the Bible and 
Tract Societies of London, Lausanne, and Basle. They are ardently 
sought, and produce happy eflects. 

The Court of Sardinia viewing every public assembly with some de- 
gree of jealousy, their synod can only meet with the express permission 
of the king, transmitted by the intendant of the province, ( Pignerol.) 
Once in two or three years, the synod is assembled, always in the pre- 
sence of the intendant, who is required by an ordinance to conduct him- 
self con ogni discretezza, or in other words, must remain a tranquil spec- 
tator of what passes, taking care that no subject is considered which is 
foreign to the Vandoise Churches. Rarely are they occupied with dog- 
matical discussions. The necessities of the various parishes, changes 
among the pastors, and local concerns usually engage their attention. 
They elect, by a majority of votes, a Moderator, a sub-Moderator, and a 
Secretary, who constitute a committee, to whom is intrusted the general 
direction of every thing demanding their attention. 

The Vandoise Clergy are but ordinarily informed, and are distinguish- 
ed by their sweetness and piety. They take great pains to preserve the 
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purity of the ministerial character, and it is buta few years since an indi- 
vidual was degraded from this sacred character, on account of the irregu- 
larities of his conduct. 

The poverty of the Vandoise has prevented them from erecting chari- 
table institutions. They have long desired to build a Hospital, but in 
vain. Their humanity is strongly interested, and their religious princi- 
ples not less so; for, as their sick are now transferred to the public Hos- 
pitals of Pignerol or Turin, the Catholic Clergy, in their zeal to convert 
them, often take advantage of their unfortunate situation ; and the exhaus- 
tion attendant on debility, the disorder of fever, and the agony of death, 
too often lead to an appearance of apostacy, which, to a bigoted Catholic, 
may serve for an occasion of triumph, but in which benevolence and 
piety only find a cause of grief. Each church has a particular fund for 
the support of its poor, collected by the contributions made on commu- 
nion days and at the new year, by special collections, by the gifts of 
charitable persons. who visit the valleys of Piedmont, or who leave a 
legacy for this purpose. A Vandoise named Bianchi, who amassed his 
fortune and died in London, has left a sum to be applied to the support 
of six poor children in the schools of La'Tour. Besides that, there is an 
annual sum sent from Holland, which serves to assist the indigent, and 
pay the salary of the schoolmasters. 

After what we have already said, there is very little to remark upon 
the religious customs of the Vandoise. Whenever the synod meets, they 
eelebrate a solemn and general’ fast. The synod is composed of the 
Pastor and one or two elders of each congregation. The year that the 
synod assembles, the Moderator and sub-Moderator make their pastoral! 
visit. ‘The one who resides in the valley of Luzerne, visits the valleys of 
Perouse and St. Martin, and vice versa. He preaches in every parish, 
receives an account of the funds distributed to the poor, listens to the 
complaints, if any are made, of the pastor against his flock, or the: flock 
against their pastor, administers justice in all church matters, and if the 
affair is too important to be decided by him alone, he provides measures 
for bringing it before the next assembly of the synod. 

The subsequent part of the account rests upon other authorities. The 
total number of the Vandoise is estimated by the most exact modern his- 
torians at 15,000. ‘They say, that if one of their people embraces the 
catholic faith, they are forbidden to use any measures to bring him back 
to the faith of his ancestors. Jipeij says that their ministers were re- 
quired, but a short time since, to commence and finish their public worship 
in an hour, and were forbid to appear in public in their clerical robes. 
He adds that these restrictions have been very much mollified by the 
sweetness and benevolence of the Catholic Bishop of Piedmont. 

The valleys, to which their affections as well as afflictions have so 
strongly united the Vandoise, are unfruitful and unhealthy. They are 
exposed to the avalanches of the mountains, to the inundations of the tor- 
rents, to the ravages of the tempest; but they have been obliged to con- 
tend against enemies more terrible than the Alpine snow, than torrents or 
tempests, against the malicious and ferocious passions of eager and fana- 
tic persecutors. Whilst the darkness of ignorance enveloped almost all 
the Christian world, whilst the pure light of the gospel seemed extinguish- 
ed under the weight of superstition and sacerdotal tyranny, the Van- 
doise preserved the sacred fire which was very soon diffused in such bril- 
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liant flames. Their children occupy the same territory, and make the 
same mountains resound with prayers as pure, with a worship as worthy 
of its object. 


For-the Christian Herald. 
THE EVENING WALK. 


I rounp my native village had undergone but little change as to its 
external appearance, on returning to the scenes of my childhood, after 
an absence of several years. ‘The small white church, with its tall stee- 
ple—the little red schoolhouse, still filled by the hum of children—the 
smooth little river, with its waters softly rolling and murmuring away 
behind the hills—and the very trees under which I had often reclined— 
all told me this was once my home. But a great change was perceptible 
in the inhabitants. Almost every face 1 met was new; for I had for- 
gotten that many of my former acquaintance had removed, and still more 
had been called away by the insatiable cravings of the grave. I myself 
had altered so much that instead of being known by every one, I passed 
unrecognised by all, a stranger in the threshold of my nativity ; and 
the sly look, or the unmeaning stare, was all that bade me welcome. 

After taking lodgings at a public house, I began to inquire respecting 
my father, of those who were once his professed friends. They stil] re- 
membered him ; but the grave had severed,—time had continued its 
march, and this remembrance was cool. I turned my steps towards the 
house where my father’s family were once encircled by ties which no- 
thing but necessity could ever have severed. My walk was up a well- 
known avenue, onthe banks ofa beautiful pond. Here I found that a grove, 
once grand and charming, and where the woodland songsters had often 
beguiled many an hour made melancholy by grief, occasioned by the 
loss of friends, had fallen by the axe, to make room for several rows of 
insignificant poplars. On arriving at the house endeared to me by the 
tenderest recollections, my feelings were indescribable. ‘Though I knew 
it was now occupied by new inhabitants, yet I foolishly thought they 
could enter into my feelings, and sympathize with me. It was a mis- 
take. My memory was crowded with the past before I entered the 
house. ‘The garden, where my father had led me when a child, and 
pointed out the beauties of each floweret-—the yard, where with innocency 
we sported, ere I, my brothers and my sisters were scattered—the wil- 
low, under whose shade my mother taught me my letters—these all 
were before me. They were all still the same, though many suns had 
revolved since I had seen them; though my father’s spirit had long since 
fled ; though his children were now widely scattered ; and though my 
heart could almost burst at their sight. 

On entering the house I found it difficult to make a large family com- 
prehend the object of my visit, much less to feel as I felt. ‘They seemed 
suspicious, and their politeness was cool in the extreme. Every apart- 
ment was natural, but that which had made the deepest impression upow 
my mind was the one in which my father died. It was here I knelt by 
his bed-side the morning on which he died, and received his dying bless- 
ing. I well remembered how he took my little hands within his, which 
were icy by reason of death, and told me with a faint feeble voice, 
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“‘ my dear little son, by to-morrow’s night your father will be buried 
low in the ground, for he is just dying. My poor little son will then 
have no father, but he must pray to God every night and every morning, 
and give his heart to God while he is yet a little boy : if he does this God 
will be his father, and I shall one day meet my son where we shall never 
die or be separated !” It is not easy for a child to forget the dying words 
of his parent ; and the room in which I was now standing recalled every 
particular of a scene every way interesting. 

As I left the house and continued my walk round the pond I was 
naturally led to reflect on the transitory nature of our brightest prospects 
in this life, and on the fading colours in which our hopes of the future 
are too often painted ; and 1 wondered why I had ever trifled and wast- 
ed portions of my life. ‘The gilded insect may well sport as it spreads 
its gaudy wings to the beams of the morning sun, for ere that sun shall 
set, its whole existence may have terminated. The brutes of the field 
may well confine their attention to the present moment, for we know of 
no day that is hereafter to call them to an account for their conduct. 
But man—immortal man, is but in the morning of his existence, when 
with age these heavens shall have become dim. 

The village graveyard stood on the east side of the pond, and I deter- 
mined to visit it, and to sorrow alone at the tomb of a father whom I most 
tenderly loved, and, peradventure, drop a tributary tear over the dust of 
my former acquaintances and friends, who were now peacefully slumber- 
ing under the sods before me. ‘There was a pleasing awe attending every 
step as I entered the graveyard. Here lay the dust of many of my 
friends ; here were all classes on a common footing, excepting that there 
were some rather pompous stones, as if pride must follow us beyond 
death. It was autumn, and so still that I could hear every leaf as it fell 
from the surrounding trees. , tlie voice which arises from the silence 
of the tomb, the call which issues from the graves of our nearest and 
dearest friends, cannot be disregarded for the time! Though we may 
mock the Eternal, by sneering at that religion which alone can free us 
from the terrors of the grave, and though we may throw around us the 
cloak of indifference, and “ put far away the evil day,” yet we cannot 
stand over the dust of departed relatives, without feeling, at least, that 
there is solemnity in the grave. 

I was slowly walking among this assemblage of mouldering mortals, 
and looking for the little spot where sleeps my father, when I saw a wo- 
man sitting under a small weeping willow which stood near. I went to- 
wards her, but my approach seemed not to arrest her attention. She 
was sitting in an upright posture, and casting a vacant glare upon the 
smooth surface of the pond, now rendered exquisitely beautiful by the 
purple rays of the setting sun, as he poured them through the blue mist 
on the summit of a distant mountain. She appeared to be about fifty 
years of age. Her form was slender and delicate. Some gray locks of 
her dishevelled hair were peeping through the holes of her cap, which I 
now understood were made in the paroxysms of insanity—for she was a 
lunatic. She was very much emaciated, and her countenance, though 
intelligent, showed that for many years it had been distorted by the 
gnawings of sorrow. Her eyes were wild and glaring, though they might 
once have been expressive. I was not prepared to meet a person of this 
description. As If placed myself directly before her, she raised her eyes 
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trom the water, and looked at me with great earnestness without speak- 
ing. There was something so piteous, so sorrowful, and so meaning in 
her look, that it went to my very heart, as if she would have said— 
“ there is no sorrow like my sorrow.” I now recalled who she was, 
though she was much altered since I had seen her, and I knew that for 
years her mind, had been wrapt in misery. I told her not that I knew 
her, though there was evidently something in my looks which caught her 
attention. I tried to converse with her, but she was averse ; I started 
several subjects which might once have been interesting to her, but no 
reply. Unhappy woman ! she was once young and beautiful, was be- 
loved and respected, the delight of her parents and friends, and the pride of 
her village; but her horizon has long been darkened by a cloud too dark 
ever to admit the rays of hope into her sorrowing bosom. Few who 
enjoy the blessing of reason, are sufficiently sensible of.its value, or suffi- 
ciently grateful for the mercy. Poor woman! the springs of her im- 
mortal mind were shattered, and her mayble bosom was cold to all the 
enjoyments of this life, and the repository of no hope respecting the next. 
[ inquired why she was here, and alone? she replied, “ I have no—no 
—home—no friends—no home !” I inquired as to her situation, her 
griefs, her sorrows, and, if she coudd have any, her joys: she pointed me 
to the grave of her husband,—and I understood by her looks that she 
would say—“ all the comfort that I have ever known has long slumbered 
there !” The grave was near: she had just been washing the white 
smooth stones which stand at the two ends, and laying across it some 
small sprigs of evergreen! I next inquired respecting her children : if 
she knew where, or how they were ? she spread out her hands horizon- 
tally and opened wide her arms, as if to say,— they are all scattered, 
and gone, 1 know not where !” could I help the overflowings of grief in 
my heart, as I saw this? It would have given her comfort could she have 
wept,—but her tears were all spent years ago, and their fountains will 
always be dry. I myself wept as I embraced the poor woman—for— 


she was my mother! ! ~ 
Orsus. 


FUNERAL CEREMONIES. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sir—I would not, on any account, wish to injure the feelings of 
friends on that most interesting and heart-rending of all occasions, the 
commitment of a beloved fellow worm to the silent tomb—nor would 1 
wish to be considered as censuring the accustomed ceremony of any 
class of Christians on this interesting occasion. 7 

The language of Death is powerful, and when brought home to us 
by the departure from this world of one near by the ties of blood and 
affection, cannot be made more impressive by all the eloquence of a 
Saurin. But to the assembly convened for the purpose of paying the 
last tribute of re to the deceased, a word fitly spoken could not be 
amiss. Indeed, is no occasion when the ministers of divine truth 
could, with so much propriety and so much effect, enforce the duty of 
the living, as when death is present with them. What, so well as the 
pale, emaciated, and breathless visage of one with whom we have been 
Vor. VIIL. 50 















: 
: 


ne 6 ae 








394 Donne and Baxter on the Duty of Missionary Exertions. 


permitted to associate, in our business and our pleasures, rivets our 
gaze and draws forth, with irresistible impulse, the tender feelings of 
the heart? What, so ‘much as the reflection that this’ must shortly be 
our own Case, can cause us to be up and doing, knowing that the night 
of death is soon hastening, wherein no man can work ? 

The feelings of those most nearly connected with the deceased are, 
on such occasions, so rent asunder that it requires something more than 
the consolation of earthly friends to afford relief. Whereas many, who 
are the usual or invited attendants upon such occasions, need the awa- 
kéning voice of some minister of Heaven resounded in their ears——“ Be 
ye also ready.” 

To them, therefore, with most propriety and with most probability 
of doing good, might the warning voice of the divine be extended. 
Perhaps it mighf reach the heart of some friendless wanderer, and bring 
him back to the fold of Christ; or be the power of God unto salvation, 
to many in the bonds of iniquity. I was led to these reflections, Mr. 
Editor, by an attendance, a few days since, at the funeral of a young 
lady, when we were all permitted to sit in silence for an hour, and, 
though three clergymen attended, not a word did I hear dropt from their 
lips. After having remained thus long, the corpse was taken, and with 
all the indifference of ordinary business, carried and deposited in a vault. 
When youth and beauty were thus thrust from my view, I felt as if a 
few words could not have been misapplied in instructing me how I 
could be prepared to follow them. . 

) a’ 





From the Christian Observer. 


DONNE AND BAXTER 
ON THE DUTY OF MISSIONARY EXERTIONS. 


OnE of the following extracts, on the subject of sending the Gospel to the Hea- 
then, is froma sermon of Dr. Donne, Dean of St. Paul's, London, and the other 
from Mr. Baxter’s ** Life and Times.” 


«¢ And he (Jesus Christ) came ina purpose (as we do piously believe) 
to manifest himself in the Christian religion to all the nations of the 
world ; and therefore letentur insule, says David, the Lord reigneth, 
let the islands rejoice ; the islands which, by reason of their situation, 
provision, and trading, have most means of conveying Christ Jesus 
over the world. He hath carried us up to heaven, and set us at the 
right hand of God,.and shall not we endeavour to carry Him to those 
nations who have not yet heard of His name? Shall we still brag that 
we have brought our clothes, and our hatchets, and our knives, and 
bread, to this and this value and estimation, amongst those poor igno- 
rant souls, and shall we never glory that we have brought the name and 
religion of Christ Jesus in estimation amongst them? Shall we stay 
till other nations have planted a false Christ among them? and then 
either continue in our sloth, or take more pains in rooting out a false 
Christ than would have planted the true? Christ is come into the world: 
we will do little, if we will not ferry Him over, and propagate His name, 
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as well as our own, to other nations.”-—Sermon preached at Whitehall, 
April 19, 1618, from 1 Tim.i. 15. 

** My soul is much more aftlicted with the thoughts of the miserable 
world, and more drawn out in desire of their couyersion than hereto- 
fore: I was wont to look but little further than England in my prayers, 
as not considering the state of the rest of the world; or if 1 prayed for 
the conversion of the Jews, that was almost all. But now, as I better 
understand the case of the world, and the method of the Lord’s Prayer, 
so there is nothing in the world that lieth so heavy upon my heart as the 
thought of the miserable nations of the earth. It is the most astonish- 
ing part of all God’s providence to me, that He so far forsaketh almost 
all the world, and confineth his special favour to so few; that so small 
a.part of the world hath the profession of Christianity, in comparison 
of Heathens, Mahometans, and other infidels ; and that among profess- 
ed Christians there are so few that are saved from gross delusions, and 
have but any competent knowledge; and that among those there are so 
few that are seriously religious, and truly set their hearts on heaven. I 
cannot be affected so much with the calamities of my own relations, or 
the land of my nativity, as with the case of the Heathen, Mahometan, 
and ignorant nations of the earth. No part of my prayers is so deeply 
serious, as that for the conversion of the infidel and ungodly world, that 
God’s name may be sanctified, and His kingdom come, and His will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven. Nor was I ever before so sensible 
what a plague the division of languages was, which hindereth our speak- 
ing to them for their conversion; nor what a great sin tyranny is, 
which keepeth out the Gospel from most of the nations of the world.”— 
Life and Times, book i. part I. sec. 23. 

He adds a remark highly to the credit of his candour and right feel- 
ing, and which shows how forcibly real piety and zeal for the salvation 
of men tend to overcome those sectarian feelings and prejudices which 
divide the visible church of Christ, and which were never stronger than 
at the period in which Baxter lived. ‘ Could we but go,” he remarks, 
“ among Tartarians, Turks, and Heathens, and speak their language, 
I should be but little troubled for the silencing of eighteen hundred mi- 
nisters at once in England; nor for the rest that were cast out here, and 
in Scotland and Ireland ; there being no employment ‘in the world so 
desirable in my eyes, as to labour for the winning of such miserable 
souls ; which maketh me greatly honour Mr. John Elliot, the Apostle 
of the Indians in New England, and whoever else have laboured in such 
work.” ; 

t—— —— —___] 


Xntelligeuce. 


ENGLAND.—Swunpay Scnoo.s. 


Tue Annual Report of the Sunday School Union, for the year end- 
ing May 1, 1821, states :-— 

Tue attention of your Committee has been particularly directed to 
the consideration of Mr. Brougham’s Education Bill. Soon after the 
last Annual Meeting, they appointed a Sub-committee to watch this 
meastre, After maturely deliberating on the subject, your Committee 
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. agreed to call a General Meeting of the gratuitous Sunday School Teach- 
. ers in London and its vicinity, for the purpose of considering the bill. 
This meeting was held on the 9th of April, and resolutions were adopt- 
ed, deprecating the bill, and agreeing to oppose it, as peculiarly calcu- 
lated to interfere with Sunday Schools, and to abstract the children 
from their present means of religious instruction, Your Committee also 
observe that many of the Unions in connexion with your Society have 
adopted resolutions against this Bill, and have instituted investigations 
which satisfactorily show the great inaccuracy of the Parliamentary 
Reports, the data on' which Mr. Brougham has founded his proposed 
legislative enactments. The measures thus adopted by these various uni- 
ted Societies strongly attest the value of such associations. Had there 
been no united Societies, who could have made the necessary investiga- 
tions >—-who would have informed the public mind ? 


The following is a Brief Summary of the Returns received from the different 
* Unions and Reporting Societies :— 





























i, Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 




















Four London Auxiliaries 324 4,438 48,862 
Fifty-eight Country Unions and Societies 2,456 29,217 270,894 
Unions in Wales 160 $10 14,683 
Schools in the Isle of Man 46 344 2,861 
Sabbath School Union for Scotland 676 1,918 44,683 
Sunday School Society for Ireland 1,353 135,600 

Grand Total 5,015 36,227 517,583 















Increase reported since the last year 789 3,890 90,030 
Of which 388 are New Schools opened during the past year. 


‘CON TINENT.—JeEws’ Society. 
(Continued from page 334.) 





‘Tne following letter was addressed to Mr. Elsner by Mr. H. Gortz, 
at Komrau, December 11, 1820. 


“© Of the Hebrew New Testament I have only four copies left. The rest, with 
the other small publications, were immediately disposed of, when the Jews had 
been informed of the arrival of Hebrew books. On the Ist of July, seven Jews met 
in my house. They asked all of them for Hebrew books, especially the Prophets. 
{ asked them, whether any of them could read and understand Hebrew? They all 
answered in the affirmative. And whenI had shown them the 53d of Isaiah and 
some other passages, I found that they not only could read, but also understand 
them, as they explained them without difficulty in the German language. While 
one of them read it aloud, the others listened with great attention. After a while, 
one of them took out of his pocket the Hebrew New Testament, which he already 
possessed, and said, ‘ Itis curious that the prophets have so clearly foretold the facts 
related in the New Testament of Jesus:’ and he added, ‘I for one must confess, 
that when I read the Prophets and then the New Testament, nothing can be more 
clear than that Jesus is the true and the real Messiah.’ The other Jews looked upon 
the Christians who were present, with an eye of verieration, and then exclaimed, 
one after the other, “But what shall we do? We cannot help being Jews.’ I replied, 
So you are now. But whenever you begin to believe in Jesus, and to receive him 
as your Redeemer, you cease to be Jews, and enter into the Christian church. I 
advised them to pray to God, that he would give them a true spirit of repentance 
for their sins, and enlightened understandings, to read the Scripture which testifies 
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of Jesus; then he would reveal himself to them, as Joseph revealed himself to his 
penitent brethren. They were much surprised and affected. I then showed them 
some small publications, and now they all surrounded me closely, and began eagerly 
to ask, ‘Pray give one to me; one to me also!’ and they had scarcely received 
thein, but they began to read them, and with the Tracts in their hands, and read- 
ing, they left my house, after having expressed their most cordial gratitude. These 
Jews were from , about ten (German) miles (fifty English miles) from here. On 
the 5th of July, two Jews came to me from , seven (German) miles (thirty-five 
English miles) from here, to tell me, that they heard from other Jews that l had 
Hebrew books to sell, which they wished to see.‘ I showed them the New Testa- 
ment; after having looked into it, they said, ‘ That we have already ;’ and opening 
a bag, they took out a copy of it, whose outward appearance showed that it had 
not laid there idle, but been frequently read. They now asked for the Prophets, 
and were much rejoiced when I presented them a copy of them. Upon their question, 
as to the price, I replied, They might pay for the book, according to the value in 
which they held it. They said, ‘ The value is high, for it is an important book, but 
we are poor; yet we will not have it for nothing,’ and paid sixteen groschen (one 
crownand a half) forit. I asked them now, What isthestate of your pation? Is there 
in many, among your people, an earnest desire after the redemption of Israel, or ave 
you all in a state of indifference about it? They replied, ‘ No: we are not indif- 
serent; there is a great emotion in our town also. The New Testament is read in 
many families, and a doubt begins to become more and more prevailing, whether Jesus 
of Nazareth is not the Messiah; and many who are convineed of it, are only kept 
back by the fear of men, from coming openly forward. But we really believe, that if 
our rabbins were convinced of the truth of the New Testa:nent, and would confess 
Jesus to be the Messiah, of one hundred Jewish families, who live in the town, not 
ten would remain Jews; all would gladly receive Jesus.’ They appeared to be very 
concerned that'their rabbins were so hostile, and that they dared not to opep their 
minds to them, ‘ We do not know,’ added they, ‘ what will happen. A general 
apprehension is gone abroad of something new ; and there is none who will tell us 
what itis. Our learned men tell us, The time cannot be distant, when the Jews will 
be relieved. But in what way? that is a question to which they have no answer.’ 
I advised them to pray to God for the light of saving truth, and so they went their 
way.” 

Your Committee have already mentioned Frankfort, in connexion with Mr. Els- 
ner’s labours ; they proceed now to lay before you some very gratifying facts, which 
have been communicated to them from their correspondents, resident in that great 
commercial mart. 

They continue to receive the most satisfactory testimonies to the piety and zeal of 
Mr. Marc, a Jewish convert, the Society’s Missionary at that place. Mr. Senator 
Von Meyer,—a gentleman whose name your committee cannot mention without 
again expressing their grateful sense of the services which he has rendered the So- 
ciety, says of him, in a letter to the Foreign Secretary, dated June 6th, 1820, 
«© Mr. Marc continues in his useful and unostentatious activity, spreading abroad a 
seed, which cannot fail to bring forth fruit.” In a subsequent letter, Mr. Von 
Meyer writes, “ Mr. Marc... . exerts himself with the most cordial activity in 
promoting the conversion of the Jews.” The testimony of Mr. Lix, a lay member of 
the Moravian church at Frankfort, to whom also your Committee are under great 
obligations, is not less honourable to Mr. Marc. ‘ That our friend Marc,” says Mr. 
Lix, to the Foreign Secretary, ‘‘is a lodger in my house is known to you. He is very 
active, and he labours in the true spirit. And what affords me the greatest pleasure 
is, that he himself lives by that grace he preaches to others, and therefore his resi- 
dence here will surely not be without the desired point. He is often visited by Jews, 
and it appears that some of them have already caught the infection, if I may so 
express myself. For one communicates it to another, whereby Mr. Marc’s labour is 
continually increasing. O what a gratification to converse with a truly believing 
Israelite, whose heart is burning in love to Christ.” 

Mr. Friedenberg, having visited Frankfort, writes thus of him in his Journal ; *I 
bad an hundred evidences that Mr. M.’s stay at Frankfort is blest, and that the 
choice of the Society in placing him there has been providentially overruled for 
good. Both from Jews and Christians the testimony concerning Mr. M. is uniformly 
satisfactory. With so many disadvantages from ill health, we must regard it as.a 
most evident mark of God’s favour, both to the cause, and to Mr, M. individually, 
that he is enabled to do so well as he does. He is very much visited by Jews, both 
by such as are persuades of the truth of the Christian religion, and by such as seek 
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the truth. His whole heart is engaged in the matter, and the Moravian brethren 
there are faithful and zealous fellow labourers with him.” 

Your Committee have the satisfaction of adding to this written evidence, the ora} 
testimony of Dr. Steinkopff, who saw Mr. Marc at Frankfort, during bis late jour- 
ney to the Continent, and speaks most highly of his excellent conduct, and of the 
usefulness of his exertions. 


SOUTH AFRICA.—Griqva Town. 
London Missionary Society. 


Mr. Heum, in a letter to Dr. Philip, 26th January, 1821, represents 
the church at Griqua Town as continuing in a low state, no addition 
having lately been made, while it was found necessary to exclude some. 
Yet the place of worship, which is not small, continued to be well at- 
tended, and he entertained hopes of seeing better times. 

Our School, he says, consists of 103 children, of whom 55 can read, 
and a few write and cipher. 

The external state of the mission is rather prosperous, and it would be 
still more so, if proper regulations were established ; and we expect such 
will be made by government, in March next, when the market (fair) will 
be held at Graaf Reinet. 

Agriculture is mcreasing, and though the crop of the present year has 
not been so abundant as the last, yet we have had more rain than ia some 
former years. More wagons arrive from the colony, from time to time. 
But as to building, they are too slow. Siuce Andrew Waterboer has 
been made captain, they have gone on better than before. 

One of the Griquaas said to Mr. Helm, “ I see more and more, that a 
mere literal knowledge of Christ and his word is not enough for me, I 
must have the saving knowledge, which I labour to obtain.” 

Another asked, “ How it is that many cows, sheep, and goats, who 
have no understanding, may be kept in order by one good herdsman, 
and that men, who have understanding, will not be kept in order by the 
preaching of the word of God ?” 

Some Griquaas hunted a lion, which they succeeded in killing, after 
he had bitten J. K. very dangerously. It is remarkable that the lion, 
when he attacked J. K. passed by two other men, just as if he had sought 
Kim in particular. The unhappy man died of his wounds five days 
after, without giving any proof of conversion. It appears that, about 
three years ago, J. K. met a Bushman in the fields, who was driving a 
cow which he had stolen. After retaking the cow, without any resist- 
ance from the Bushman, he shot him. No notice of this cruelty was 
taken by the Griquaas, but though men are unjust, God is righteous. 


Pacaut’s Dorp. 
Mr. Messex, in a Letter dated December, 1820, says, 


In my diary you will find how the work of Grace goes on amongst us. 
Hottentots, who for many years appeared to be as hard as a stone, now 
come and bow their knees at the foot of the Cross. Notwithstanding we 
are bitterly opposed by various classes of people, God, who has always 
pleaded his own cause, has heard the voice of our supplications, and has 
not forsaken us. 




















Synod of New-York and New-Jersey. 399 


This year we sowed more wheat than ever, and had the prospect of a 
good crop: but in consequence of a dreadful blast, in less than a fort- 
night all was destroyed. Now we are obliged to look out for bread, but 
corn is so very dear, that the poor Hottentots can scarcely purchase any. 

They have done so much work that you would be surprised to see it, 
particularly in making the large sod walls round Pacalt’s Dorp, in the 
streets, the gardens, &c. Now whenthey see that you will make them 
a present, they will be encouraged to proceed with additional vigour. 

It has pleased government to give us a piece of land, in addition to 
what we had before, for our cattle ; and even there we have sustained a 
great loss in cattle and sheep. Our gardens were exceedingly well 
planted; and every thing looked so well, that it presented a most plea- 
sing prospect ; but by a long continuance of drought, and afterwards by 
a terrible storm of wind, the fruit trees and plants were greatly injured. 

If it please God to spare us till next March, I intend to proceed with 
the enclosure of the corn-field also (which is large) with sod walls; but 
at present I am unwilling to set the poor things to work, they are so 
much reduced by want of food and other necessaries. 

I would earnestly entreat you to have the goodness to collect some old 
clothes, or whatever else you think proper, for my: poor destitute con- 
gregation, because they are much, very much in want this year. 

Pray for us, that we may all be strengthened in faith, and that God 
may look upon us in mercy. ~ It is true that this year we have a great 
and heavy trial, but we believe that God, according to his promise, will 
never leave nor forsake us. My whole congregation join in cordial sa- 
lutations to you, and to all our dear friends in England.” 


UNITED STATES. 
For the Christian Herald. 


SYNOD OF NEW-YORK AND NEW-JERSEY. 


A Narrative of the state of Religion within the bounds of the Synod of 
New-York and New-Jersey, during the past year. 


Tue reports, which have been made to the Synod of New-York and 
New-Jersey, of the state of religion in the churches under their care, have 
excited us to praise, adore, and also to mourn. From the Presbytery of 
Long Island, little has been heard which is encouraging ;—they represent 
their churches to be generally in a languid state. Within the Presbytery 
of Hudson, God has been pleased to pour out the influences of his spirit, 
with convincing light and power. The churches of Westown, Green- 
bush, Hempsted, Forrestburgh, Nyack and Chester, have been especially 
visited. In most of these congregations, the revivals commenced in the 
latter part of last year. In some they were preceded by a season of lament- 
able lukewarmness ; in others, the way appeared to be preparing for some 
time previously ; the people of God were awakened to more zealous and 
prayerful exertions, to advance the Redeemer’s kingdom. The church of 
Westown, which eleven years since consisted of only eight members, tells 
the wonders of redeeming love, in the hopeful conversion of 196 souls. 
This. refreshing from the presence of the Lord, was not preceded by 
either unusual lukewarmness, or ushered in by any remarkable provi- 
dence—their meetings gradually became numerous and crowded, and a 
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deep and solemn silence, like the stillness of the grave, pervaded their 
assemblies. In Greenbush upwards of 60 have been added to the com- 
munion of the church—in Hempstead 79—and in Chester 160 have been 
gathered from the world to the congregation of believers. At the com- 
mencement of the revival in Chester, the state of religion was uncom- 
monly low, and professors had long slumbered over it, with apparent 
unconcern—yet, the set time to favour Zion had come; and when. the 
anxious inquiry was heard, “ what shall we do to be saved, ” many were 
awfully convicted of having hardened their hearts and resisted the 
strivings of the Spirit. 

The reports from the Presbytery of North River, represent the state of 
vital godliness within their bounds to be on the whole low, and still de- 
cliaing. They speak of the decrease of their numbers, and the coldness 
of professors, as causes of sorrow and humiliation. 

The aspect of religion in the churches of the Presbytery of New-York, 
is more encouraging. ‘Their reports state a general increase of their 
numbers and prosperity. In the Brick Church there has been, during 
the past year, a revival of religion, and as the fruit of it about 80 souls 
have been hopefully converted. The Mission Church, which was com- 
menced and continues to be supported by female benevolence, prospers. 
A new Presbyterian church, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Frey, has 
been organized, of which, several Jews are members, and a commodious 
place of worship erected for them in Vandewater-street. There have 
been two other new churches formed, within three years, in the city of 
New-York, and it is with pleasure we hear of their prosperity, and the 
happy influence they exert in their vicinity. 

From the Presbytery of Jersey, the reports have not, for many years, 
spoken so loudly of spiritual leanness and barrenness. The past year 
has been a season of mournful declension, of spiritual slumber and world- 
liness among professors, which calls loudly for humiliation before God. 
With united voice they tell the sad evidences of the withdrawment of the 
special influences of God’s spirit, except in the congregation of Bloom- 
field ; there it has pleased the sovereign God to pour out his Spirit. Deci- 
sive tokens of this were first clearly visible in the month of January. In 
this gracious work of God the Spirit, the members of the church became 
deeply sensible of their guilt, in slumbering over the interests of Zion, 
and devoting so much of their time to the things of the world—these im- 
pressions were more and more deepened—christians were brought to 
mourn—they were quickened in duty, and more closely cemented in the 
bonds of brotherly affection and united devotion. As the fruits of this 
revival, upwards of 130 entertain hopes of having passed from death 
unto life, and of these about 70 have united with the church. While we 
rejoice in this memento, that God has not entirely withheld the showers 
of his grace from this section of his church, which in many former years 
has been emphatically marked as revival ground ; ; yet, the symptoms of 
spiritual slumber, and death, and devastation, are too visible not to be 
seen, too criminal not to be reproved, and too forboding not to be 
lamented. 

Within the Presbyteries of New-Brunswick and Newton, there have 
been no general revivals. In the church of Princeton an increased atten- 
tion to religion has been witnessed. In the church of Newton, a special 
work of grace commenced about the first Sabbath of March, after a 
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winter of uncommon spiritual coldness. In the progress of this revival 
32 persons have been received into the comniunion of the church. This: 
work of grace, like the others which have been reported, has had a 
reforming influence on the morals of the congregation. While the 
churches of this Presbytery have whereof to bless God, they have, with 
their sister Presbyteries, also deep reason to say, oh! that the Lord 
would revive his work in the midst of the years, “in wrath remember 
mercy.” 

The Synod further report, that the various institutions of piety and 
benevolence, auxiliary to the cause of God, within their bounds, have 
been generally supported, and some enlarged, during the past year. Sab- 
bath schools and biblical classes, established in most of our congrega- 
tions, continue, and are still attended with the same happy results. In 
some of our congregations the principal additions to the church have 
been made from these schools and classes. Charitable associations, not- 
withstanding the pressure of the times, have generally exhibited their 
usual liberality. ' 

The African school continues to encourage our hopes. There are at 
present six pupils under the care of the board of Managers, who are 
making commendable progress in preparation for the gospel ministry. 

In the college of New-Jersey, although there has been no general 
revival or awakening, yet fourteen students, belonging to that institution, 
have, within the last year, made a public profession of religion. 

The smiles of Divine Providence are still resting on the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton. The highest number of students connected 
with it, during the summer session, was 76. The spirit of missions is 
still gaining in the seminary :—of about 26 students, who, during the 
last session closed their studies in the institution, considerably more than 
half have been engaged, or are about to engage in missionary service. 
One was recently ordained with a view to a mission in the Sandwich 
Islands ; another, for the purpose of taking charge of a tribe of Indians 
in the western part of the state of New-York. The attention of the 
students to prayer meetings, Sabbath schools, and other pious and 
benevolent associations, continues rather to grow than to diminish. 
Thus it appears this school of the prophets is still under the fostering 
care of the Head of the church. While, therefore, God in his providence 
is removing his servants one after another, the Synod feel thankful that 
he is raising up so many young men of talents and hopeful piety for the 
ministry. 

Upon a review of the whole, the Synod, relying on the promises of 
God, take courage, and resolve that for Zion’s sake we will not hold 
our peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake we will not rest, until the righteous- 
ness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth. 

Attest, WILLIAM A. M‘DOWELL, Stated Clerk. 


At the meeting of the Synod of New-York and New-Jersey, in Newark, 
October 17, 1821, the following sums were reported as sree: Hace 
collected for the Professorship, in the Theological Seminary at Princee 
ton, to be endowed by this Synod. viz.— | 

Vou. VII. _" 
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Presbytery of Hudson. 
Hopewell, 22> «© 0 ee ew im Re ee ARS 
ce of North River. 
Newburgh, - - - °. 8 ee en a 
New Windsor, - - - + - - - 11 50 
Marlborough and New Paltz, - - >: 10 00 
Presbytery of New-York. 

Education Society of the Bible conan, Splages a 

New-York, - $30 00 
Rutgers-street Church, New-York, ow 2c aa rai 22 50 
Newtown, . - - : - - 30 00 
Hempstead, from three individuals, - - - - 12 00 
Jamaica, - - - - - - 20 00 

Presbytery of Rein 
Sundry individuals in weerepatira, - - - $178 81 
Female friend, do. - - .: amy oe 50 00 
Biblical and Church mene Society, do, - - - 8 25 
Rahway, - - - - - - 81 50 
Springfield, ace bam, Gs, Pee ie . 36 00 
Connecticut Farms, - - . - = . : 14 00 
New Foundland, ic) - ie 5 50 
Presbytery of New-Brunswick: 

Trenton, ee ee i ee ee ce ef 
New Brunswick, - - - - - - - 90 00 
Dr. AshbelGreen, - - -- +|+ = © - 150 00 
Dr. Samuel Miller, = - - . - - - - 100 00 
Cranbury, - ee a Meee ee 14 37 


Total, - $1047 17 
A true extract from the minutes of the Synod. 


WM. A. M‘DOWELL, Stated Clerk. 


NEW-ENGLAND TRACT SOCIETY. 
Summary of the Seventh Annual Report. 


Tne labours of Mr. Lours Dwicut, who has been employed as an 
Agent of the Society, for one year, have been blessed with signal suc- 
cess. Wherever he went the blessing of God seemed to attend him. 
He collected $4,137 17, and obtained $2,000 from three individuals, 
on loan for one year, without interest. He was instrumental in increas- 
ing the number of Depositories—extending the circulation of Tracts— 
forming new Societies, and strengthening many already formed. More 
than 100 persons, since the commencement of his agency, and 87 of 
them during the last year, have become life members of the society. 
Seventy-eight of these are ministers of the gospel; and 72 of them have 
been made life members by benevolent individuals, or societies in their 
respective parishes—a great proportion of them b y females. 

Seventy-eight Tracts have been published cutting the year; 27 of 
them new ones, which make a volume. The number of Tracts pub- 
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lished since the last annual meeting is 468,000, and the whole number 
in seven years is 2,708,000. 

One thousand sets of the first five volumes of Tracts have been bound, 
and 200 sets of the last volume. These volumes contain each about 300 
pages, and are sold at 50 cents each. 

Last year the Society published a large edition of a Tract entitled the 
“ CuristiAN ALMANACK.” There is now a second number of this 
Tract, for the year 1822, on sale at the different depositories, and it well 
deserves an extensive circulation. In addition to .!I that is valuable in 
other Astronomical Diaries, it contains a great collection of facts relative 
to the present state of Christian and Heathen countries ; and a condensed 
view of the principal benevolent societies, and their operations for evan- 
gelizing the world. 

The Society has 71 Depositories, each under the care of an Agent, 
who receives 10 per cent. upon all the Tracts he sells, and is at liberty, 
at the close of his agency, to return all that remain unsold. 


Thus the Society bas 71 fountains, each of which is supplying numerous streams, 
which are continually, and in every direction, carrying the waters of life over many 
a barren desert. 

Weary pilgrims, who are traversing those deserts, and perishing with thirst, are 
by hundreds, daily meeting with these waters—they drink, and are refreshed. 
They are strengthened—and many of them will never thirst. The water which 
they receive will be in them “ a wellof water springing up into everlasting life.” 

It must be evident however to all, that these Depositories must be kept con- 
stantly supplied; and to meet the numerous calls which are made upon them for 
Tracts, it is important that they should be supplied with all the variety which the 
Society bave published, and in such quantities, that they will not need to send to 
the General Depository oftener than once a year. This will lessen the trouble of 
Agents, lessen the expense of transportation, and at the same time give greater en- 
couragement to purchasers. It will enable Agents to meet promptly every demand, 
to afford the greatest variety, and at the least expense. 

But in order to afford this supply, the General Depository must be kept constant- 
ly full. This is the fountain which must supply all other fountains, and, through 
them, all the streams. But to keep this Depository constantly full, requires a 
larger capital than the Society have yet been able to obtain. 

There are now in the Depository, Tracts to the amount of $4,400, and yet many 
of the numbers are nearly, and some entirely out of print. And to furnish the 
Tracts which are now on hand the Committee have been obliged to incur a debt of 
more than $2,500. 

Thus, with only their present number of Depositories; in order to keep the system 
in the most efficient operation, they need a capital of atleast $14,000. 

And yet there are many extensive regions of our country, and those too the most 
of all destitute of moral and religious instruction, where there are no Depositories, 
and where Tracts are almost entirely unknown. To supply these regions would 
require at least 70 Depositories more, and the capital of the Society would need to 
be proportionably increased. 


In noticing the numerous and ee ee for gratuitous dis- 
tribution, one, from the Rev. Gordon Hall, Missionary at Bombay, in 
India, is peculiarly worthy of attention. 


“TI want,” says he, “a complete set of Tracts for my own use, and a large 
quantity for distribution. It has often occurred to me that perhaps the New-Eng- 
land Tract Society, and other Tract Societies in America,anight extend their ope- 
rations to this country, and that it might have a very happy influence both here 
and at home. The populous countries of the east, with their various religions, and 
languages, open an immiense field for the operations of Tract Societies, as well as 
Missionary Societies. And should Tract Societies see fit thus to extend their ope- 
rations, it would form an additional bond of union, binding the Eastern nations 
still more closely to the hearts of Christians in the West, and would I think proe 
mise well for the cause of our great Redeemer. 

‘¢ For similar reasons I think that the American Bible Society should extend its 
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operations here, as well as elsewhere, among the heathen, as God shall open the 
way. Let Missionary Societies, Bible Societies, and Tract Societies, draw the 
bonds of Christian union still closer; their harmony will thereby be more perfect, 
their operations more efficient, and the result more glorious. Let them enter into 
partnership, and all extend the cultivating hand to the same field... Let Missionary 
Societies send, and support Missionaries—Let Bible Societies provide Bibles—and 
let Tract Societies provide Tracts. ‘Thus each may labour, upon the same spot, 
without interference, and greatly to the encouragement of all.” 

An immense field is opening also for the distribution of Tracts in Canada, in 
Louisiana, and in East and West Florida. 

And, with the blessing of Him who has-raised up this Society, and hitherto pros 
pered +t. beyond all human expectations, the Committee cannot but hope that the 
time is approaching, when they shall be able to supply them. 

They hope that the time is approaching when every missionary will be supplied 
in our country, and as Tracts shall be needed, every missionary who goes from our 
country to the heathen. 

But for this, there must be a great increase of funds. “And where, the Committee 
would ask, where on earth, can funds be employed to greater advantage, than by 
the New-England Tract Society ?* 


For the Christian Herald. 
OBITUARY OF DR. BOUDINOT. 


DeparTep this life, at his seat in the city of Burlington, New-Jersey, 
on the 24th day of October, A. D. 1821, Extras Bouprnor, Esq. LL. D. 
in the eighty-second year of his age. On the 26th of October his remains 
Were committed to the tomb, followed by a large concourse of family 
connexions, and by the most respectable inhabitants of the city of Bur- 
lington. Among the mourning friends who attended on this occasion, 
was a deputation from the board of Managers of the American BrsLe 
Society, consisting of General Clarkson, the Rev. Dr. Milnor, Messrs. 
S. Boyd, andI. Carow. The pall was borne by General Bloomfield, 
William Coxe, and Joseph M‘Ilvaine, of Burlington, and by Horace Bin- 
ney and Andrew Bayard, Esqrs. and Dr. Mease, of Philadelphia. The 
body was conveyed to St. Mary’s church, where a very appropriate dis- 
course was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Wharton, and the whole ceremony 
was conducted with solemnity, order, and decorum. 

As death has now set his seal on a character pre-eminent for talents, for 
piety, and for extensive usefulness, a just regard to public sentiment re- 
quires that the annunciation of such an event should be accompanied 
with at least a short retrospect of the life, and of the leading traits in 
the character of the illustrious DECEASED. 

Dr. Boudinot was born in Philadelphia on the 2d of May, A. D. 1740. 
He was descended from one of those pious protestants, who, at the revo- 
cation of the edict of Nantes, fled from France to America, to escape the 
horrors of ecclesiastical persecution, and to enjoy religious freedom in 
this favoured land. He had the advantage of a classical education, and 
pursued the study of the law under the direction of the Hon. Ricnarp 
STOCKTON, a member of the first American Congress, whose eldest sister 
he afterwards marriéd. 

Shortly after his admission to the Bar of New-Jersey, Dr. Boudinot 
rose to the first grade in his profession. Early in the Revolutionary 
war, he was appointed by Congress to the important trust of Commis- 
sary-General of prisoners. In the year 1777, he was chosen a mem- 
ber of the national Congress, and in the year 1782 he was elected the 


* The General Depository of the Society is at Andover, Massachusetts, The New-York Deposi- 
tory is at No. 59 Fulton-street, D. H, Wickham, Agent. 
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PRESIDEN? of this august body. In this capacity he had the honour 
and happiness of putting his signature to the Treaty of Peace, which 
for ever established his country’s independence. On the return of peace 
he resumed the practice of the law. It was not long, however, before 
he was called to a more important station. On the adoption of the 
present constitution of the United States, the confidence of his fellow 
citizens allotted him a seat in the House of Representatives of the United 
States. In this honourable place he was continued for six successive 
years. Qn quitting it to return once more to the pursuits of private life, 
he was appointed by that consummate judge of character, the first Presi- 
dent of the. United States, to fill the office of pinecror oF THE NA+ 
TIONAL MINT, vacated by the death of the celebrated RrrrennouseE. 
This trust he executed with exemplary fidelity during the administrations 
of WasnincTon, of Apams, and (in part) of Jerrerson. Resigning 
this office, and seeking seclusion from the perplexities of public life, and 
from the bustle and ceremony of a commercial metropolis, he fixed his 
residence in the city of Burlington. Here, surrounded by affectionate 
friends, and visited by strangers of distinctiona—engaged much in pur- 
suits of biblical literature—practising the most liberal and unceremo- 
nious hospitality—filling up life in the exercise of the highest christian 
duties, and of the loveliest charities that exalt our nature—meekly and 
quietly communicating and receiving happiness of the purest kind; he 
sustained, and has left, such a character, as will for ever endear his me- 
mory to his friends, and do honour to his country. 

Prior to the revolution he was elected a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees of New-Jersey College. The semi-annual meetings of this respec- 
table body, he always attended with punctuality, unless prevented by 
severe indisposition. At the time of his decease he was the senior 
member of this corporation. The liberal donation he made it during 
his life, and the more ample one in his last will, must be long remember- 
ed with gratitude by the friends of science. 

But while anxious to promote the interest of literature, he was not un 
mindful of the superior claims of religion on his remembrance and his 
bounty. Attached from principle and habit to the religious denomina- 
tion of which he was so distinguished a member, he has been most libe- 
ral in his testamentary donation to the Genera Assemsty of the Pres- 
BYTERIAN Cuorca, and to their THeoLocica Seminary, established 
at Princeton. 

But as his mind, unshackled by bigotry or sectarian prejudice, was 
expanded by the noblest principles of Christian benevolence, he has also 
very liberally endowed various institutions whose object is to diffuse 
more widely the light of revealed truth—to evangelize the heathen—to 
instruct the deaf aad dumb—to educate youth for the sacred ministry— 
to advance knowledge, and to relieve the wants and miseries of the sick 
or suffering poor. 

To those of his fellow citizens, however who are peculiarly interested 
in the wide circulation of the sacred scriptures, perhaps the chief excel- 
lence in the character of the DECEASED, is the ardent and effective zeal 
he displayed in the Brste cause. The efforts he at first made, not- 
withstanding the infirmities of age, and much unexpected opposition, 
to establish THe American Biste Socrety—his munificent donation to 
this institution at its first organization—his subsequent liberality to aid 
in the erection of a Deposrrory—the devise of a large and valuable 
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tract of land—and the deep and undiminished interest he has taken in 
all the concerns of the Natrona. Society ever since he was chosen to 
be its Paesipent—while they spread his fame through every region of 
the globe, will consecrate his memory to the hearts of his fellow citizens 
in America, and his FELLOW curisTIANs through the world. 

But if his public services, and his private worth, claim the tribute of 
general esteem and affectionate remembrance, the closing scene of his 
life is not less calculated to console his friends under the heavy loss they 
have sustained, than it is to edify and support the departing christian. 

In the full possession of his mental faculties, and in the assured per- 
suasion of his approaching dissolution, his faith was firm, his patience 
unexhausted, and his hopes were bright. While with paternal solicitude 
he exhorted those around him to rest on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
as the only true ground of trust, while with solemnity and tenderness 
he commended a dutiful ahd affectionate daughter, his only child, to 
the care of his surviving friends; with humble resignation he expressed 
his readiness—his “ desire to depart in peace” to the bosom of his Fa- 
ther in Heaven; and the last. prayer he was heard to articulate, was— 


* LORD JESUS, RECEIVE MY SPIRIT.” 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Board of Managers of the American Bible Society, while in common with 
their fellow citizens they sensibly feel the loss which the christian community has 
sustained, in the removal, by the death of the Hon. Elias Boudinot, of one of its most 
valuable members, have reason more especially to lament that which their institu- 
tion has suffered in being deprived of its venerated President. 

When the Managers carry back their recollections to the period which preceded 
the formation of this society, and review the laborious and persevering efforts of 
Dr. Boudinot to accomplish the interesting object; when they consider the noble 
example of beneficence which he soon afterwards presented in the generous donation 
of ten thousand dollars to its Treasury, and of one thousand dollars since towards 
the erection of a Depository ; the unremitted interest, which, under the pressure of 
acute bodily suffering, and the infirmities of advanced age, he continued ever after- 
wards to evince in its concerns; his great exertion, notwithstanding the personal] in- 
convenience and pain to which it subjected him, to attend its stated anniversaries ; 
the dignity and amiableness with which he fulfilled the duties of the chair; and the 
pious and affectionate counsels supplied by his official communications; they deep- 
ly deplore the chasm that has been made in their body by this afflicting bereave- 
ment. 

To the will of an all-wise Providence it becomes them to feel unfeigned submis- 
sion, and to accompany this act of duty with the expression of their grateful ac- 
knowledgments to a merciful God for his goodness, in prolonging beyond the ordi- 
nary measure of haman life, that of their illustrious patron; in permitting him to 
witness the rapid growth and prosperity of the cherished object of his affections; in 
conveying to his heart the consolations of that blessed Book, which he had made the 
standard of his faith and the rule of his conduct; and in enabling him to close a 
well spent life with the full hope, through the merits of his Saviour, of a blissful im- 
mortality beyond the grave. The Board of Managers would not only derive from 
these cheering recollections consolation for their loss, but incitement to an increased 
measure of exertion in that work which so engrossed the affections of their lament- 
ed President; and while they are diligently employed in diffusing abroad the Word 
of Life, encouragement in seeking to realize for themselves its inestimable benefits. 

With the mourning daughter of their deceased friend, for so many years the par- 
taker of his joys and sorrows, the companion of his journeys, and his amiable assist- 
ant in well-doing, the members of this Board sincerely sympathize, and respectfully 
transmit to her this feeble expression of their feelings towards her venerable parent, 
as evidence of the affection with which they wish to embalm his memory, and the 
sincerity with which they condole with her under the bereavement she has ex~ 
perienced. 














Che Scamaws PMagastue. 


They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 
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THE MERCHANT BRIG AT SEA. 
(Concluded from page 382.) 















Av breakfast he introduced the subject to his mate. 

Capt.—Well, James! we shall not have to-day the advantages of being on 
board the Ark; [ seem to miss very much the pleasure which I had by going 
there on Sundays. 

Mate.—Yes, Sir! I suppose you do. I have been thinking of it a good 
deal this morning. 

Capt.—lIt was a pleasant sight to see sailors so willingly assemble for God’s 
worship ; to see such large congregations of men who hardly ever thought 

of such a thing in former days. It appears wonderfultome! That Ark is a 
nice contrivance for sailors! so handy ! so convenient! and one feels there 
so much athome! I assure you that I thought of it the first thing this morn- 
ing, and a great deal yesterday. 

Mate.—So have I, Sir! But we are far away from them now. 

Capt.—Yes! we are indeed far away from them, but not any farther off 
from God. I read this morning the 159th Psalm, where it said “ Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? and if 
Itake the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” And 
I could not but feel, that though not now in London River, I am while at 
sea equally with God, and that his commandments are as binding on me at 
sea as on shore. 

Mate.—That is true, Sir! and I feel it: and I have recollected that the 
fourth commandment is, * Remember the Sabbath Day.” Have you, Sir, 
seen a book sold at the ARK by the Society about the worship of God in mer- 
chant ships at sea ? 

Capt.—Yes! I have seen it. 

Mate.—I have one which I bought at the Ark, and I think it a very nice 

f book for sailors. The prayers are just what a sailor wants, and the Psalms 
and Hymns are very good. There is too a direction in the book how to car- 
ry on the worship on board on a Sunday, when weather and the ship’s duty 
will permit. 

Capt.—And do you like that manner, James ? J 

Mate.—Yes, Sir, I do; and Ihave been hoping that you would be kind 
enough to put it in practice in the cabin to-day. 

Capt.—I am glad, James, to hear you say so. Do you think that the hands 
would like it ? 

Mate.—Most, if not all of them would, I am sure, gladly consent, and if 
any should not like it at first, they soon would. I never was with such an 
erderly ship’s company. There is no swearing, no bad words, no quarrelling, 
no drinking, but all are friendly and cheerful, and willing to do their duty 
night or day. They read the Bible a good deal when they have leisure. 

Capt.—I have one of those books which you spoke of ; do you think that 
there are any more of them in the ship ? 

Mate.—Yes! William and Richard each have one. ‘ 

Capt-——Well then, go and tell the people that at four bells, (10 A.M.) I 
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408 The Sabbath at Sea. 
wish as many as are willing and can be spared from ship’s duty on deck, to 
come to me in the cabin; and that I shall expect to see every one dressed 
clean in honour of the day. 

The mate now withdrew, and Captain Newman, finding his mind very 
grostl encouraged, lifted up his heart secretly and fervently to God in grate- 

ul acknowledgment of his goodness, and took his Bible to select the chapters 
to read when the men should assemble for worship. 

The mate went to the forecastle and took William and Richard aside and 
told them of the purpose of the captain, and expressed his own hope that it 
would be quite agreeable to them. They both declared that they thanked 
God for putting it into the heart of the captainto do so. They had indeed 
been wishing for it. Of their own accord they called Henry to them, and he 
also declared his consent and his persuasion that it would be agreeable to 
every one in the ship, as the hands who had bought testaments at Gravesend 
were well behaved, and had been reading much when they got time. The 
mate felt so rejoiced in having such tidings to convey to the captain, that he 
went to him inmediately, and greatly pleased him with the intelligence. 

As soon as four bells (10 A. M.) struck, the captain sent the boy to tell the 
mate that he expected the hands in the cabin. 

At this time the weather was very fine, the sky clear, and the wind abaft 
the beam. The captain, therefore, left two hands on deck, viz. the cook, and 
the man at the helm ; the latter was directed to knock if he wanted a hand 
from below, and twice if he should wanttwo. One man, being unwell, had 
gone to his hammock. 

The assembly in the cabin consisted of the captain and mate, three hands, 
andthe boy. ‘The captain desired them to be seated, and addressed them to 
the following effect: “I believe, lads, that most of you have been in the 
habit of attending on board the Ark on Sundays, and have seen that divine 
service may be performed on board a ship. I cannot therefore doubt your 
believing that God ought to be worshipped, and that he is as. near to his 
creatures when they are at sea, as when they are on shore, or in harbour ; 
for in God we all live, and move, and have our being. I hope too that you 

all wish to have the blessing of God, which is promised to all who humbly 
a seek it.” He then read to them from the preface to the Devotional Assist- 
ant. “It may be asserted without fear of contradiction, that a ship will be 
| the more safe when the blessing of Him who made the sea, and controls the 
a boisterous deep, is daily sought by the whole of those who are on board. 
| The social worship of God will infallibly lead to an increase of the fear of 
! God, and this will as surely lead to a constant sense of religious and moral 
i 





obligations.” He then asked them whether they were, as he trusted they all 

were, willing that the worship of God should be regularly carried on in the 

Hope? He looked to the mate to answer first ; and when he declared his 

desire that it should be so, the others declared themselves like minded. 

Captain Newman then assured them, that it should always be his study to do 
his duty by them, and to promote their real happiness. 

The cabin Bible lay open upon the table at the 139th Psalm, to which the 
captain desired the men to turn in their bibles, and after a short pause he read 
that Psalm with a distinct voice, slowly, and solemnly. He then read the 
introductory prayer from the Devotional Assistant, and addressing himself to 
his little assembly, he said, “ My dear friends! it is our bounden duty to at- 
tend to that word of God, which in so many places encourages and com- 
mands us to meet together, to acknowledge and confess to Almighty God our 
manifold sins and wickedness. If we attempt to dissemble or cloak our sins 
from the face of the Almighty, we shall only deceive ourselves and mock 
God. But if, under a feeling sense of our guilt and misery, we do confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart, we are assured 
that we shall obtain forgiveness of the same, through his infinite goodness 
and mercy. This is certain, because it is the word of Him who cannot lie, 
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who hath declared, that if we thus confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Where- 
fore let us with lowly hearts, and humble voices, bow down before the Lord, 
who hath promised to hear and answer in mercy all who call upon him, 
looking for salvation only through, and on account of, what his blessed Sor 
Jesus Christ hath done and suffered for sinners !” 

The confession was then made by each while kneeling, after the excellent 
form in the Prayer Book, beginning thus, “Almighty and most merciful 
Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.” ‘The 
95th Psalm was then read by alternate verses, by the captain and the crew, 
and at its close, some very interesting selections from the New Testament 
were read in the same manner. 

Capt.—Grace unto you and peace be multiplied. 1 Pet. i. 2. 

Crew.—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto-a lively hope, 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incor- 
ruptible and undefiled, and which fadeth not away. 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. 

Capt.—This is the record, that God hath given us eternal life: and this 
life is in his Son. .1 John v. 11. 

Crew.—In this was manifest the love of God towards us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 
i John iv. 9. 

Capt.—Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 1 John iv. 10. 

Capt. and Crew together.—Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another. 1 John iv. 11. 

Capt.—The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ. John i. 17. 

Crew.—The Spirit of God, like a dove, lighted upon Jesus: and lo, a voice 
from heaven saying, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
Matt. iii. 16, 17. 

Capt.—The voice out of the cloud said, “ Hear ye him.” Matt. xxii. 5. 

Crew.—We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
may be saved. Acts xv. 11. 

Capt.—Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. Acts 
iv. 12, 

Crew.—Who was delivered for our offences and was raised again for our 
justification. Rom. iv. 25. ya ail 

Capt.—Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 1 Cor. iii. 11. : 

Crew.—This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Tim, i. 15. 

Capt.—Who, being the brightness of his (the Father’s) glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. Heb. i. 3. ; ; ; 

Foon whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 
ness of sins ; who is the image of the iavisible God, the first born of every 
creature. Coloss, i. 15, ; 

Capt.—For by him were all things created that are in heaven, and that 
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
Gemteenn, or powers; all things were created by him and for him. 

ol. i. 16 ' 

Crew.—And he is before all things, and by him all things consist, 
Col. i..17. , 

Capt.—And he is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, 
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the first born from the dead ; that in all things he might have the pre-emi- 
nence. Col. i. 18. . 

Crew.—For it pleased the Father, that in him should all fulness dwell ; 
and having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile 
all things to himself. Col. i. 19, 20. 

Capt.—If ye be then risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. Col. iii. 1, 2, 3. 

Capt. and Crew together.—Now unto him that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to present us faultless before the presence of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy—to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, do- 
minion and power, both now and ever, Amen. Jude 24, 25. 

The captain then read the prayer for the Sunday morning, that entitled 
“a prayer suitable just after leaving the Home Port,” and that for the out- 
ward bound passage. 

They then sung together the following hymn: 


WHERE two or three with sweet accord, 
Obedient to their sovereign Lord, &c. 


The captain read the whole of the awful 20th chapter of Exodus, contain- 
ing the commandments, and the 12th and 13th chapters of the Epistle to the 
Romans, containing many important admonitions for wise and holy beha- 
viour ; and after the general prayer, beginning in the Devotional Assistant 
thus, ‘‘ Almighty God, unto whom allhearts are open,” and the solemn thanks- 

iving for creation, preservation, and all the blessings of life, and especially 
or God’s inestimable love in the redemption of sinners by the Lord Jesus 


Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory ; they sang the fol. 
lowing Hymn: 


PREPARE me, gracious God! 
To stand before thy face, &c. 


The captain then dismissed the people with the usual benediction : 

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fel- 
lowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore.” Amen. 

Although the whole service was attended to with the greatest seriousness, 
it was evident that the parts of the prayers in which they devoutly asked for 
blessings upon their relatives at home, and committed them, as well as their 
own ship’s company, and all who traverse the mighty ocean, to the kind pro- 
tection of Almighty power, and that all might grow in grace, and be fitted 
for the kingdom of heaven, had very particular effect upon their minds. 
Social worship endeared them to each other, and they had an unusual degree 
of comfort, in having together implored the Divine mercy. 

The captain, being left alone, was greatly moved by gratitude to God, for 
having thus been enabled to make a beginning. He retired to his cabin and 
gave vent in secret to the feelings which almost overpowered him. 

In the evening they met to read the evening prayer, and a chapter, and to 
sing a song of thanksgiving ; and he settled that every day at four bells 
morning and eight evening the people should come into the cabin, for what 
the captain with much delight called, his Family Devotion. 

_ Asit drew toward the change of moon the weather appeared altering, the 
wind souther’d, and obliged them to be close hauled, the sky lowered, and a 
strong wind compelled them to take in sail, and increased till the sails were 
necessarily handed, and at last till it became proper to srike the top-gallant- 
mast, and lay the ship to for some considerable time ; blowing a complete 
fret of wind attended with a heavy sea. This kept all hands on deck on the 
next Sunday, except the man who was ill on the last Sunday, and who had 
daily become worse. ‘The worship of: the cabin was indispensably omitted 
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on this Sabbath, but there was, nevertheless, a distinction given to the day. 
The hands “ Remembered the Sabbath Day,” and each endeavoured, as he 
could, to keep it holy. Each was sedately thoughtful, yet alive to the imme- 
diate duty required by the ship in these critical circumstances, and prompt in 
obedience to the captain’s orders. The gale lasted in its greatest strength 
about thirty hours, but as every precaution had been taken early, and every 
change watched closely, they passed through the storm, by the blessing of 
God, without injury. It subsided on Monday afternoon, and toward the 
evening they got up the top-gallant-mast, were enabled to set more sail, and, 
the wind veering, the crew got some refreshing rest. On ‘Tuesday the wind 
and sea much abated ; they spread once more their sails to a gentle breeze 
and had full canvass again. At 8 P. M. the captain desired all who could to 
meet in the cabin, when they joined in the appointed thanksgiving for deli- 
verance from danger, and in the prayer for that evening ; and sung together 
part of the 107th Psalm. 


Tuy works of glory, mighty Lord! 
Thy wonders in the deeps, &c. 


As Stephenson, the sailor who was unable to join the worship on the first Sab- 
bath, and who had been now above a week confined to his hammock, grew 
worse, they added to their service the prayer for the sick ; and, being appre- 
hensive of his being in danger, they were earnestly fervent in their supplica- 
tions. 

During the gale he had been left alone more than had been usual since his 
illness assumed a serious aspect. The captain visited him several times eve- 
ry day ; and finding Stephenson acquainted with his Bible, and a humble 
believer in him who alone is the way, the truth, and the life, he found plea- 
sure in his visits to the bed of sickness. On the return of fine weather one 
seaman generally remained with the sick man, and the boy was a willing 
servant to him, while the captain exerted his best skill in administering from 
the medicine chest whatever he could judge useful. 

They had now a fine run, and on the sixteenth day from the Downs they 
had sight of Gibraltar, and on the seventeenth about daybreak the ship pass- 
ed the straits into the Mediterranean. 'The next was the Sabbath day, and 
the captain in his better dress took his early walk on the quarter deck. 
While on the one hand the view of the shore of Barbary gave him cause to 
reflect on the usurpations of the false prophet, and on the other coast there 
was the full reign of popery, his mind was led into consideration of the mercy 
which afforded him access to the light of divine revelation. With these 
thoughts he went to his state room, and shortly afterward his people were 
assembled for worship in the great cabin. He read the 19th Psalm, and 
other portions of scripture, showing the excellency of the law of God, and 
the cheering hopes derivable from the gospel of salvation by a crucified Sa- 
viour ; whose precepts and miracles he read from the 7th of St. Matthew 
and _ of St. Luke, concluding their usual Sabbath worship by singing to- 
gether the following verses : 


Buesrt are the saints who sit on high, 
Around the throne of majesty, &c. 


Stephenson was become very greatly worse, and on the Monday he appear- 
ed drawing near to his great change. The captain was much by his ham- 
mock, and speaking to him in the most tender accents, commended the soul 
of his dying shipmate into the hands of a faithful Creator, and merciful Sa- 
viour; praying with him that his soul might be precious in his sight, be wash- 
ed in the blood of the Lamb who was slain to take away the sins of the world, 
and that it might be presented pure and without spot to God. He was also 
very earnest that the instructive scene might be blessed to all the ship’s com- 
pany, and that they might so number their days as to apply their hearts unto 
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wisdom. He called to the dying man’s remembrance that God spared not 

his own Son, but delivered him up for them all; and also, that Infallible 

Truth had asserted, that he tiat believeth shall be saved. He was patient, 

resigned to the Divine will, and thankful for the kindness shown to him. He 

could speak but little, but that little was expressive of hope in God, through 

the shed blood of Jesus Christ ; and he had evidently considerable support ix 
the view of dissolution. 

Toward evening the fever increased, delirium succeeded at night, and soon 
after sunrise on Tuesday morning he expired. His last moments were calm; 
he knew those near him ; recognised his own circumstances, desired his duty 
to the captain, thanked his shipmates, looked upward with a cheering smile, 
and, repeating, “ Lord Jesus, to thee I commend my soul,” closed his eyes for 
ever on all below the sky. He was a single man, and aged about thirty-four 
years. 

Phis affecting event produced a manifest seriousness through the ship ; 
the voice of cheerful mirth was suppressed, and the mind of each reflected on 
the frailtenure of life, a review of past times, and had, it is hoped, an enliven- 
ing hope of a better life to come. To the morning prayers were added that 
which is recommended in the Devotional Assistant to be used after losing a 
man by sickness or accident. 

During the day an inventory was made of all the effects of the deceased, 
which was copied into the Log-Book ; the corpse was close lashed up ina 
hammock, and some shot was attached to sink it when launched into the 
pao abyss. The funeral was appointed to take place the next day at 6 

On Wednesday the colours were hoisted half mast, and the men were 
dressed clean as ona Sunday. At the morning prayer the captain read the 
15th chapter of the Ist epistle of Corinthians, and the 39th Psalm. 

After dinner the ship was put under easy sail, and at 4 P. M. the corpse 
was brought on deck in a deliberate and silent manner, and placed on the 
half-deck grating, and every thing arranged for committing it to the deep 
when the captain should direct. The circumstances of the ship, the dress of 
the men, the corpse covered with the ship’s jack, the silence or low-toned 
conversation of the crew, as they paced the opposite side of the deck, had a 
very impressive appearante. 

The captain felt agitated. At five o’clock, after directing to shorten sail, 
that all might be able to attend the solemnity, he withdrew to the cabin, and 
silently meditated on the awful duty to which he was so soon and so unex- 
pectedly called. He prayed that God would sustain him, teach him what to 
do, and what to say, and that the event might be sanctified to him and to his 
ship’s company. 

At the appointed time he came on deck, and approaching the corpse, call- 
ed all hands, who assembled round it and stood uncovered. The weather 
was quite fine and still, and the sea smooth. The captain in a solemn tone 
of voice addressed them on the subject of death, reminded them that life is 
the only time to serve the Lord, that there is no repentance, no amendment 
in the grave, that what was left undone by their deceased shipmate, could not 
now be performed,—what he had done amiss could not now be undone: and 
that while they were standing round his lifeless body, his spirit was living in 
the invisible world. He exhorted them, among other things, that as they 
valued their present peace and future happiness, they should seek now for the 
mercy of God through Jesus Christ, and to be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

* We are,” said he, “ now about to launch this body into the deep, where 
it will be turned into corruption; but there is a day coming, when even this 
body shall be raised to die no more; when the trumpet shall sound, the graves 
be opened, and the sea give up her dead. 

“The death of our shipmate is an event which calls on every one of us to 
remember that we must die. This event speaks to us, and says to each, ‘ Be 
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thou also ready, for at such an hour as thou thinkest not thy summons will 
come.” 

After a pause of a few minutes, and a declaration of his having a good 
hope of the joyful resurrection of the deceased, because he was a true believ- 
er in Jesus Christ, the captain directed the corpse to be launched overboard. 
This was a solemn moment. The concussion on the fall of the corpse into 
the great deep was felt to the heart ; and the eyes of all showed the effects of 
human sympathy. The men continued motionless, while giving time for it 
to sink completely down, to remain till summoned to appear for, judgment. 
The corpse soon disappeared, but the crew remained gazing silently on the 
water, while the captain, who had mingled his tears with those of his sailors, 
read the following prayer : 

* Almighty and most merciful God,” &c. 

He read afterwards the 90th Psalm, and the prayer appointed for Wednes- 
day evening, closing their devotions with the following beautiful hymn: 


THEE we adore, Eternal name ! 
And humbly own to thee, &c. 


These seasons for social worship, and the events of the voyage, and the 
better acquaintance which the crew had now with each other, showed mani- 
festly an increased and increasing affection, cementing a strong and delight- 
ful union.. Happiness was their continual companion. The captain was be- 
loved, and his commands obeyed whether he were present or absent. They 
had confidence in his skill, and he relied without fear on their fidelity, which 
afforded great relief to that anxiety which is generally felt by captains at sea. 

The Saturday evening had always among the hands the remembrances 
usual at sea, and all that innocent mirth which marks the sailor when at peace 
within, was found on board the Hope. They experienced the truth of the 
saying of the wise man, “ That wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness and 
her paths peace,” and that religion never was designed to make true plea- 
sures less. 

Their fourth Sabbath at sea was spent within sight of the high land which 
was over the port to which they were bound, and they spent it like the others, 
in “remembering the Sabbath day,” according to the commandment. They 
got a pilot before Monday noon, but the health-boat, on finding that a man 
had died on the passage, ordered the brig to the place for quarantine. 

After remaining the usual time they got prattique and entered the harbour 
on Friday, and on Saturday began to discharge their cargo. 

In the harbour were several English vessels. The captain observed at the 
main-top-gallant-mast-head of one of them the Union-Jack with a long pen- 
dant over it, and was induced to ask a gentleman whom he found on the 
quay, as he stepped on shore, what it meant? This was Captain Strange, 
the master of the vessel so distinguished, which was named the pn deny, and 
was loading for London. He informed him that it intimated to other ships 
that there would be divine wership on board on the Sunday, and that at 10 
A. M. the Bethel Flag would be at the Fore. This was accompanied by an 
invitation to Captain Newman and his ship’s company, which was imme- 
diately accepted. Captain Newman returned on board his own ship to tell 
this to the mate, to be by him communicated to the people; and that he 
should be ready to accompany them, and that they would be therefore ex- 
pected to be in the cabin by eight o’clock on the next morning. 

The ship was made all clean on Saturday evening, that the Sunday might 
not have any unnecessary interruption to its peculiar duties, At half past 
nine they left the Hope, to be early on board the Pilgrim, where they met 
the crews of three or four other vessels, forming a congregation of between 
thirty and forty persons, and occupying the cabin, steerage, and part of the 
half deck, made clear for that purpose, Captain Strange took the lead in 
conducting the worship. He read part of the morning service from the 
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Church Prayer Book, and some of the prayers from the: Devotional ‘Assist- 
ant; and as the Hope had newly arrived, he read the thanksgiving for safe 
arrival in port. The hymns were set to tunes by a young sailor, whom Cap- 
tain Newman recollected to have been in the same Sunday School with 
himself. Captain Strange also read a short discourse from the Village Ser- 
mons, from “ What shall a man give in exchange for his soul 2” 

In the afternoon the congregation again assembled, with the addition of 
the crew of the American ship Columbia, from New-York, and then Cap- 
tain Strange read a Sermon published by the Rev. Mr. Young, of Grimsby, 
who wrote it for sailors; and thus the first Sunday passed in a foreign har- 
bour to the credit of the British flag, and to the comfort and edification of 
those who had sanctified it by the public worship of their Maker. 

In conversation with Captain Strange, Captain Newman had his attention 
drawn to a list of practical sermoms recommended in the Devotional Assist- 
ant, to form the library ofa ship at sea, the want of which he had felt during 
his voyage, but which he intended to supply himself with on his return to 
England. 

The Pilgrim being on departure, Captain Newman agreed that the Hope 
should give the accommodation the next Sabbath ; and on the evening be- 
fore her leaving the harbour, some from each ship met in the Pilgrim’s cabin 
to pray for her having a safe, happy, and prosperous voyage. 

The Hope was engaged to load a general cargo in succession to the Pil- 
grim, and from the kindness of the British merchants, and others, who had 
observed, and who approved the conduct-of Captain Newman, she loaded up 
fast. The novelty of those proceedings, made some talk among the mer- 
chants. They remarked the steady conduct of the masters, the cleanly and 
orderly state of their crews; and ships so governed seemed to recommend 
themselves to those who needed their services, as giving assurance that things 
would go well with them, while the harmony and good behaviour of the ships’ 
companies honoured the flag under which they sailed. 

Before the Hope was quite laden, the Convert, of Greenock, Captain 
Young, arrived from that port, and Captain Newman, remembering to have 
seen Captain Young on board the Ark in the Thames, requested him to give 
the required accommodation for worship, to which he instantly signified his 
consent. On the evening before departure, those who had worshipped on 
board the Hope met in her cabin, and previously to taking leave of one ano- 
ther, besought protection from Him, whose power can withhold or control 
the hurricane, and who can grant comfort at sea, and safe arrival at the dis- 
tant port. 

The wind favoured them across the Mediterranean, but a westerly wind 
gave them a longer cruize off Cape de Gatt, than was quite pleasant to the 
crew, or profitable for the owners. The men felt that they were in pursuance 
of their duty, and from the influence of principle were cheerfully submissive 
to the will of God, under whose power alone is the direction of the winds. 
There was therefore none of that murmuring which impatience works on 
disappointed minds. Their mornings and evenings were sanctified by pray- 
er. Their Sabbaths pleasantly filled up. They had from books a large varie- 
ty of interesting subjects for conversation, and a hymn for lively vocal praise 
when joyful of heart; and always the cheering hope of seeing home when 
God’s best time should come. 

At length the wind favoured them, and they got through the Straits, 
crossed the Atlantic without any thing remarkable, struck soundings on the 
thirty-second day, obtained a leading wind up Channel, and, taking a pilot 
off Folkstone, passed through the Downs, and anchored safely in Stangate 
Creek to perform quarantine. 

While waiting there for release, they assembled as usual for worship, and 
offered the thanksgiving prayer composed for safe arrival in port. Having 
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delivered their enumerated goods into the lazaretto, they ran wp the river in 
two tides, and at the next flood entered the London Docks. 

Captain Newman viewed again with increased pleasure, the name of the 
* Chapel for Seamen.” On the next Sabbath he went with his wife and 
child, and almost all his hands, to join in divine worship ; and, putting up a 
note to the minister, publicly acknowledged his obligations, and expressed 
his gratitude to God, for a safe and happy voyage. Nor did he forget in- 
wardly to bless God for having put into the hearts of his servants such love 
for sailors as prompted them to prepare the accommodation he therenjoyed, 
and to establish the PORT OF LONDON SOCIRTY ror rromotine 
RELIGION AMONG SEAMEN. 


CIVIL RETROSPECT. 


THE NEWS which it is our more especial purpose to bring tothe knowledge of our 
readers, seems in some measure separated from what politicians usually understand 
by thatterm. Yet we are not of those who think or feel that the events which are 
agitating nations with political storms, or disturbing the calm of our domestic poli- 
tics, are of little interest to us as Christians : we know that all these things have their 
part in advancing that kingdom which shall come. Religion is not, in our opinion, 
confined in her curiosity merely to those events which go under the ordinary appel- 
lation of religious news. Her hallowed curiosity has a field which knows no bounds: 
influenced alike by a tender regard for the welfare of all the nations of the earth— 
by an anxiety for the spreading of all truth, and the extinction of all error—by @ 
solicitude for the universal prevalence of civil liberty, and the destruction of every 
kind of tyranny over the bodies as well as consciences of men. Religion does not 
find herself out of her path in inquiring the history of the times. And happy might 
she be, if among her professed followers, she saw less of a separation between reli- 
gion ahd secular concerns: not, indeed, by embracing the former in the latter, 
but by examining all secular concerns and events, with @ curiosity, an imagination, 
and a judgment graduated wholly on a religious scale. 

Impressed with these views, and wishing to bring into the bosom ofall the families 
into which our publication has the privilege of an introduction, some account of 
those events which excite so much interest in the hearts of the world at large, ac- 
companied with remarks intended to draw them within our religious horizon, we 
shall endeavour, from time to time, perhaps monthly, to give a summary of the news 
of the day. 


For October, 1821. 


FOREIGN.—During this month public attention has been almost exclusively 
fixed on the Turkish Empire. Our readers are all aware of the extreme and cruel 
despotism under which portions of that Empire, and particularly Greece, have 
groaned and bled. Recent events have caused this tyranny to break forth with 
more than usual excess; and the murder of old men, of women, of children, the 
demolition of Christian churches, and the assassination of patriarchs and priests of 
the Greek church; the perpetration, in short, of every horrible outrage and enormity, 
have anew signalized Turkish ferocity and Mahommedan fanaticism. These ex- 
cesses have induced the Emperor of Russia, with whom, and the revolted subjects 
of Turkey, the tie of a common religion forms a bond of sympathy, to take the part 
of outraged humanity, and threatened the Empire and religion of Turkey with 
entire destruction from the face of Europe. The balance still hangs in equilibrio, 
between war and submission, on the part of the Turks; and the purposes of Provi- 
dence are still veiled in the darkness which He maketh his pavilion. The event, 
whichever it be, cannot but be grateful to Christendom. The security of the Greek 
church, some stability in the enjoyment of property in Greece, a more free coin- 
mercial intercourse between the countries on the Black Sea and the rest of Europe, 
and the prostration of Mahommedan insolence, which a compliance with the de- 
mands of Russia will effect, are events most important to the welfare of the coun- 
tries particularly interested, and would, to all appearance, secure an entrance for the 
light of the Gospel to that East, on which the Sun of Righteousness shone on his 
first rising. While, on the other hand, a war which, to all human calculation, must 
eventuate in the total destruction of the Turkish Empire in Europe, will, although 
at an expense of much bloodshed, secure the same and other important objects, 
probably, with greater permanency. We confess we seldom feel so strongly for the 
parties in a foreign quarrel. 
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The rest of Europe gives room for little remark. The probability f a rise in the 
price of Bread-stuffs in some parts of Europe, from a failure in the harvest, has 
attracted much attention in this country, and excited among us hopes of great ad- 
vantages. Although we shall never rejoice that our fellow men are in want, merely 
because it redounds to our benefit, yet we cannot but feel grateful to the A/l-wise 
and Almighty One, who created the heavens and the earth, that he has so made the 
world, that while want and famine threaten one part of thé @arth, plenty and abun- 
dance in another should, by means of commerce, enable us to feed the hungry and 
elothe the naked of a distant region ;—that this relief, too, is secured not merely by 
a sympathy, which might be greatest where the means of relief were least, but by 
the powerful bonds of self-interest; and that while we are thus made the instruments 
of his plans of good, we are permitted to enjoy a rich reward in the increased com- 
forts of our own home.* 


DOMESTIC.—Our domestic summary has no political event of consequence 
sufficient to excite much attention. Governor Jackson, of Florida, has committed 
the late Spanish governor of that province to prison, to compel hiin to deliver certain 
documents claimed by the American authorities. For the honour of our country we 
hope that sufficient necessity, as well as clear justifiable right, will be proved for a 
measure, in appearance, to say the least, the most arbitrary and despotic. 

Our newspapers continue to be filled with accounts of the disasters of the late 
gales which have swept the coast of this country. How many have been called, 
unprepared, without previous warning, to their last account! How awful the sen- 
tence which must be passed upon some who are thus called to render it. Among 
others we noticed that in one Spanish port, two slave-ships, with a number of human 
beings, crew as well as slaves, have been sunk, and, in the phrase of the day, nol a 
soul saved—not a soul saved! awful indeed. Yet of the many who may read these 
lines, and may assent to these expressions, how few will reflect that their own end 
may be as sudden—as dreadful; and who can say how near? Of their company, 
whether at sea or on land, it may perhaps be said as truly as of the slave dealers, 
not a soul is saved: for says our Saviour, in noticing a disaster of a kind somewhat 
similar, ** except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.” Ifdeath were not so com- 
mon, such events as our late gales could not but affect the most careless; and yet, 
how false, how insane is the delusion by which the very cause of our danger’s being 
more imminent is made the reason why we shut our eyes to it. 

One other event in our own country demands a notice, which we most reluctantly 
givé it: we allude to the regulations in Pensacola, respecting the Sabbath. It seems, 
according to the substance of the preamble to the regulations in question, that it has 
been usual for most sects of Christians to set apart one day out of seven for religious 
purposes, (out of human wisdom and philosophy, no doubt;) and it being proper 
that this should not be interrupted, and yet one whole day being more than the 
manners and customs of thal country require, the Sunday, until noon, is to be a 
day of rest from business; but during the rest of the day all amusements, not un- 
lawful in that country, are allowed. 

A more open and public profaning of the ‘‘Sabbath of the Lord thy God” has 
never been witnessed, except in the attempt to abolish it altogether. Had nothing 
whatever, of the nature alluded to, been said or done by the local authorities in 
question, God’s Sabbath would have preferred. a direct accusation to the conscience 
of every transgressor : but to delude the poor wretches who look to the laws of the 
land, and the example of their rulers, as a guide for their conduct, by inducing them 
to suppose God’s Sabbath so much a matter of mere convenience as that the city 
officers of a paltry town can dispense with its being hallowed more than half a day, 
is giving the institution a blow the more deadly, because more insidious. we 
cannot fear on this subject. If indeed God be the author of the Sabbath, He ign 
too weak to take care of his own: and the miserable heathen, there and elsewhére, 
who publicly profane the Sabbath in their public institutions, will find his eye never 
to slumber ; and may feel his arm too heavy for them, when its strokes shall descend 
in vengeance. 

New-York, October 31, 1821. 


* The delay in publishing this article has brought us news that the harvests were not so short 
abroad as was expected. Nevertheless, we give the article as it was, without alteration, believing 
that those who would have approved of our remarks, if published a fortnight since, will not even 
now think them unjust. 


_—_—__ 
ERRATA.—For “ Intelligence,” on the first page of this number, read “¢ JMie- 


cellany.”—Fox ** Vandoise,” page 388 et seg. read “* Vaudoise.” 





